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then have become completely blotted out, and in
its stead a seeming glorying in the sin ; just as the
mental patient who is unaided in his earlier stages
of sickness may develop into the madman, appearing
to revel in his insanity.

Perhaps it is the bogey conjured up by the history
of the confessional and by its present abuse in certain
cases that has established among us such a reticence
in even the encouragement of confession of sin to
another human being, much less the teaching it as a
duty to the soul's health under certain circumstances.
" I am sure that nothing has done so much harm as
making a mystery about confession/' says a recent
writer on Pastoral Theology. " If confessions are
heard, let it be at j&xed times, and in the open church
and let there be no concealment or mystery," l

A compulsory auricular confession with a system-
atised meting out of penance, with " everlasting
bodily torment" looming in the background for sin
unconfessed and unabsolved, is too mechanical and
artificial for the admission of the love which alone
is the very bond and seal of even the ministration of
forgiveness, and the simple fact remains that the truest
confessions to fellow human beings are made from
husband to wife, wife to husband, children to parents,
and friend to friend, in those relationships of home
and friendship where one heart is knit to another in
perfect trust. When we have made ourselves more
worthy of it, we Christian ministers and teachers will
doubtless be much more sought by the erring and the
distressed for helping guidance- and solace in life's
woes, and thus shall we be more complete servants
1 The Town Parson, by Canon Peter Green, p. 222.